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Abstract: A major subject of Transcendentalist literature was the inherent goodness of both
humanity and nature, a belief that profoundly shaped their philosophical and literary expressions.
This article delves into this central theme, exploring the various methodologies and approaches
Transcendentalist writers employed to convey their vision of an interconnected universe imbued
with divinity. We will examine the core tenets of Transcendentalism, the role of intuition and
experience, and the literary techniques used to articulate this central belief.

1. Introduction: A Major Subject of Transcendentalist Literature Was the
Divine Spark Within

The Transcendentalist movement, flourishing in mid-19th-century New England, represented a
radical departure from prevailing intellectual and religious norms. A major subject of
Transcendentalist literature was the conviction that humanity possessed an innate goodness, a
"divine spark," capable of direct communion with the divine. This belief was not merely a theological
assertion; it profoundly influenced their understanding of nature, society, and the individual's role
within the cosmos. This inherent goodness, they believed, was not corrupted by original sin but
obscured by societal constraints and a reliance on reason over intuition.

2. Nature as a Manifestation of the Divine: A Major Subject of
Transcendentalist Literature Was the Interconnectedness of All Things

https://rancher.torch.ai/nostalgic/Book?dataid=rwG82-4330&title=a-major-subject-of-transcendentalist-literature-was.pdf
https://rancher.torch.ai/nostalgic/Book?dataid=rwG82-4330&title=a-major-subject-of-transcendentalist-literature-was.pdf


A major subject of Transcendentalist literature was the exploration of nature's profound spiritual
significance. Transcendentalists viewed nature not as a separate entity but as an integral part of the
divine, a mirror reflecting the soul's inner workings. Emerson's essays, particularly "Nature,"
articulate this connection, describing nature as a source of inspiration, renewal, and spiritual
insight. Thoreau's Walden provides a powerful example of this philosophy in practice, showcasing
his intentional immersion in nature as a means of self-discovery and communion with the Oversoul.
The meticulous observation of natural details in their writings wasn't simply descriptive; it was a
pathway to understanding the divine order underlying all existence. A major subject of
Transcendentalist literature was the revelation of this divine order through detailed natural
descriptions.

3. Intuition and Experience over Reason and Doctrine: A Major Subject of
Transcendentalist Literature Was the Power of Individual Insight

Rejecting the rigid dogmatism of organized religion and the limitations of pure reason,
Transcendentalists emphasized the importance of intuition and personal experience as pathways to
truth. A major subject of Transcendentalist literature was the exploration of individual spiritual
journeys and the subjective experiences that led to profound insights. Emerson's reliance on
intuition and self-reliance, vividly depicted in essays like "Self-Reliance," underscores this central
theme. Thoreau's experiment in simple living at Walden Pond exemplifies the pursuit of direct
experience and its transformative potential. The emphasis on individual experience did not preclude
social responsibility; rather, it provided a foundation for ethical action rooted in personal conviction.
A major subject of Transcendentalist literature was the assertion that authentic spiritual knowledge
comes from within.

4. The Oversoul: A Major Subject of Transcendentalist Literature Was the
Unity of All Being

Central to Transcendentalist thought is the concept of the Oversoul, a universal divine spirit
connecting all beings. This concept is explored extensively in Emerson's writings, emphasizing the
interconnectedness of humanity, nature, and the divine. The Oversoul transcends individual
consciousness, yet it resides within each person, providing a sense of unity and shared experience. A
major subject of Transcendentalist literature was the exploration of this unifying principle, its
implications for social justice, and its potential for fostering a more compassionate and harmonious
world. The belief in the Oversoul served as a foundation for their activism and their call for social
reform.

5. Social Reform and the Potential for Human Goodness: A Major Subject of
Transcendentalist Literature Was the Pursuit of a Better Society



While deeply concerned with individual spiritual development, Transcendentalists recognized the
profound connection between individual and societal well-being. A major subject of
Transcendentalist literature was the belief in the inherent capacity for human goodness and its
potential to transform society. Their commitment to social reform found expression in their advocacy
for abolitionism, women's rights, and educational reform. Their writings served as powerful tools for
social change, inspiring readers to question prevailing social norms and strive for a more just and
equitable society. The belief in the inherent goodness of humanity provided the impetus for their
activism and their faith in the potential for societal transformation.

6. Literary Techniques and Style: A Major Subject of Transcendentalist
Literature Was Expressed Through Unique Methods

Transcendentalist writers employed unique literary techniques to convey their philosophical ideas.
Emerson's essays are characterized by their aphoristic style, concise and insightful pronouncements
that stimulate reflection. Thoreau's journals and Walden feature meticulous natural descriptions
infused with philosophical and spiritual insights. The use of symbolism, metaphor, and evocative
imagery is prevalent in their works, enhancing the emotional and spiritual impact of their messages.
A major subject of Transcendentalist literature was conveyed through a literary style that mirrored
their philosophical emphasis on intuition and experience.

7. The Legacy of Transcendentalism: A Major Subject of Transcendentalist
Literature Was a Lasting Influence

A major subject of Transcendentalist literature was its lasting impact on American culture and
beyond. The emphasis on individual expression, the importance of nature, and the belief in the
inherent goodness of humanity continue to resonate with readers today. Transcendentalist ideas
have influenced various movements, from environmentalism to civil rights activism, demonstrating
the enduring relevance of their philosophical insights. Their writings continue to inspire readers to
seek deeper meaning, connect with nature, and strive for a more just and compassionate world.

Conclusion:

A major subject of Transcendentalist literature was the exploration of humanity's inherent goodness
and its connection to the divine. Through their writings, Emerson, Thoreau, and other
Transcendentalists articulated a profound vision of an interconnected universe, emphasizing the
importance of intuition, experience, and social responsibility. Their legacy continues to inspire
readers to embrace their own spiritual potential and work towards creating a more just and
harmonious world. The enduring power of their message lies in its emphasis on the inherent worth
of every individual and the potential for human goodness to transform both the individual and



society.

FAQs:

1. What is the central theme of Transcendentalist literature? A major subject of Transcendentalist
literature was the inherent goodness of humanity and the interconnectedness of all things through
the Oversoul.

2. How did Transcendentalists view nature? They viewed nature as a manifestation of the divine, a
source of spiritual insight and renewal.

3. What role did intuition play in Transcendentalist thought? Intuition and personal experience were
considered superior to reason and dogma in the pursuit of truth.

4. What is the Oversoul? The Oversoul is a universal divine spirit connecting all beings, a central
concept in Transcendentalist philosophy.

5. How did Transcendentalism influence social reform? The belief in inherent human goodness
fueled their activism in abolitionism, women's rights, and other reform movements.

6. What are some key literary techniques used by Transcendentalist writers? They utilized
symbolism, metaphor, aphorisms, and evocative imagery to convey their ideas.

7. Who are the major figures of the Transcendentalist movement? Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry
David Thoreau are considered the most prominent figures.

8. What is the lasting impact of Transcendentalism? Its emphasis on individual expression, nature's
importance, and human goodness continues to resonate and influence various movements.

9. How does Transcendentalism relate to contemporary environmentalism? The Transcendentalist
reverence for nature directly foreshadows and informs modern environmentalist thought.

Related Articles:

1. Emerson's "Self-Reliance": A Foundation of Transcendentalist Thought: Examines Emerson's
seminal essay and its impact on the development of Transcendentalist philosophy.

2. Thoreau's Walden: A Journey of Self-Discovery and Simplicity: Analyzes Thoreau's experiment in
simple living and its significance within the Transcendentalist movement.

3. The Role of Nature in Transcendentalist Literature: Explores how Transcendentalist writers
utilized natural imagery to convey spiritual and philosophical ideas.

4. The Oversoul: A Unifying Principle in Transcendentalist Philosophy: A detailed examination of the



concept of the Oversoul and its implications.

5. Transcendentalism and Social Reform: A Commitment to Justice and Equality: Discusses the
connection between Transcendentalist philosophy and their activism for social change.

6. The Literary Techniques of Transcendentalism: Style and Meaning: Analyzes the unique literary
styles and techniques employed by Transcendentalist writers.

7. Comparing and Contrasting Emerson and Thoreau: A comparative analysis of the philosophies and
literary styles of two central figures in the movement.

8. Transcendentalism's Influence on American Literature and Culture: Examines the lasting impact
of Transcendentalism on American society and its continued relevance.

9. Transcendentalism and the American Renaissance: Places Transcendentalism within the broader
context of the American Renaissance and its cultural significance.

  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: The Transcendentalists and Their
World Robert A. Gross, 2021-11-09 One of The Wall Street Journal's 10 best books of 2021 One of Air
Mail's 10 best books of 2021 Winner of the Peter J. Gomes Memorial Book Prize In the year of the
nation’s bicentennial, Robert A. Gross published The Minutemen and Their World, a
paradigm-shaping study of Concord, Massachusetts, during the American Revolution. It won the
prestigious Bancroft Prize and became a perennial bestseller. Forty years later, in this highly
anticipated work, Gross returns to Concord and explores the meaning of an equally crucial moment
in the American story: the rise of Transcendentalism. The Transcendentalists and Their World offers
a fresh view of the thinkers whose outsize impact on philosophy and literature would spread from
tiny Concord to all corners of the earth. Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, Nathaniel
Hawthorne, and the Alcotts called this New England town home, and Thoreau drew on its life
extensively in his classic Walden. But Concord from the 1820s through the 1840s was no pastoral
place fit for poets and philosophers. The Transcendentalists and their neighbors lived through a
transformative epoch of American life. A place of two thousand–plus souls in the antebellum era,
Concord was a community in ferment, whose small, ordered society founded by Puritans and
defended by Minutemen was dramatically unsettled through the expansive forces of capitalism and
democracy and tightly integrated into the wider world. These changes challenged a world of
inherited institutions and involuntary associations with a new premium on autonomy and choice.
They exposed people to cosmopolitan currents of thought and endowed them with unparalleled
opportunities. They fostered uncertainties, raised new hopes, stirred dreams of perfection, and
created an audience for new ideas of individual freedom and democratic equality deeply resonant
today. The Transcendentalists and Their World is both an intimate journey into the life of a
community and a searching cultural study of major American writers as they plumbed the depths of
the universe for spiritual truths and surveyed the rapidly changing contours of their own
neighborhoods. It shows us familiar figures in American literature alongside their neighbors at every
level of the social order, and it reveals how this common life in Concord entered powerfully into their
works. No American community of the nineteenth century has been recovered so richly and with so
acute an awareness of its place in the larger American story.
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: Transcendentalism: Essential Essays of
Emerson and Thoreau: Literary Touchstone Classic , 2008
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: Walden Henry David Thoreau, 1882
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: Literary Transcendentalism Lawrence
Buell, 2016-11-01 Broader in scope than any previous literary study of the transcendentalists, this



rewarding book analyzes the theories and forms characteristic of a vital group of American writers,
as well as the principles and vision underlying transcendentalism. All the movement's major literary
figures and forms are considered in detail. Lawrence Buell combines intellectual history and critical
explication, giving equal attention to general trends and to particular works and individuals. His
chapters on conversation, religious discourse, catalog rhetoric, and literary travelogue treat
intensively topics that have been relatively neglected. His analyses of Ellery Channing's poetry and
the use of persona in Emerson and Very are also innovative. In the final section, he offers the first
systematic account of the autobiographical tradition in transcendentalist writing.This incisive and
sympathetic overview of transcendentalist writing and thought will attract readers interested in
American culture, and it will suggest new critical approaches to nonfiction.
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: The Biglow Papers James Russell
Lowell, 1866
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: Transcendentalism Joel Myerson, 2000
A collection of writings from leading figures of the 19th century American Transcendentalist
movement.
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: Bibliographical Guide to the Study
of the Literature of the U.S.A. Clarence Gohdes, Sanford E. Marovitz, 1984 This fifth revised
edition features approximately 1,900 items, most of which are annotated. It addresses several
interdisciplinary studies that have become prominent in the last decade, especially on popular
culture, racial and other minorities, Native Americans and Chicanos, and literary regionalism. It
allots more space to computer aids, science fiction, children's literature, literature of the sea, film
and literature, and linguistic studies of American English and includes a new section on psychology.
The appendix lists the biography of each of 135 deceased American authors. ISBN 0-8223-0592-5 :
$22.50 (For use only in the library).
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: Encyclopedia of Transcendentalism
Tiffany K. Wayne, 2014-05-14 Presents a reference guide to transcendentalism, with articles on
significant works, writers, concepts and more.
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: The American Scholar Ralph Waldo
Emerson, 1901
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: Reader's Guide to Literature in English
Mark Hawkins-Dady, 2012-12-06 Reader's Guide Literature in English provides expert guidance to,
and critical analysis of, the vast number of books available within the subject of English literature,
from Anglo-Saxon times to the current American, British and Commonwealth scene. It is designed to
help students, teachers and librarians choose the most appropriate books for research and study.
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: American Transcendentalism and Asian
Religions Arthur Versluis, 1993 Arthur Versluis offers a comprehensive study of the relationship
between the American Transcendentalists and Asian religions. He argues that an influx of new
information about these religions shook nineteenth-century American religious consciousness to the
core. With the publication of ever more material on Buddhism, Hinduism, and Taoism, the
Judeo-Christian tradition was inevitably placed as just one among a number of religious traditions.
Fundamentalists and conservatives denounced this influx as a threat, but the Transcendentalists
embraced it, poring over the sacred books of Asia to extract ethical injunctions, admonitions to
self-transcendence, myths taken to support Christian doctrines, and manifestations of a supposed
coming universal religion.
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: Walden Henry David Thoreau, 1980
On the Duty of Civil Disobedience: This is Thoreau's classic protest against government's
interference with individual liberty. One of the most famous essays ever written, it came to the
attention of Gandhi and formed the basis for his passive resistance movement.
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: CliffsNotes on Thoreau, Emerson,
and Transcendentalism Leslie P Wilson, 2007-08-20 The original CliffsNotes study guides offer
expert commentary on major themes, plots, characters, literary devices, and historical background.



The latest generation of titles in this series also feature glossaries and visual elements that
complement the classic, familiar format. CliffsNotes on Thoreau, Emerson, and Transcendentalism
explores in depth, but also in easy-to-understand terms, transcendentalism—the religious, political,
and literary movement that captured the minds of such literary figures as Henry David Thoreau and
Ralph Waldo Emerson in the first half of the 19th century. This guide helps you to understand the
various tenets of transcendentalism, as well as how Thoreau and Emerson became the two most
well-known figures associated with the movement and how the transcendentalist philosophy is
reflected in their work. In addition to introducing you to the basics of understanding
transcendentalism, this guide also gives you the following: Examinations of the lives of Thoreau and
Emerson Detailed summaries of and commentaries on many of their transcendentalist writings, such
as Emerson's Nature and Thoreau's Walden Critical essays on Emerson and Thoreau's reputation
and influence A review section that tests your knowledge A Resource Center full of books, articles,
and Internet sites Classic literature or modern-day treasure—you'll understand it all with expert
information and insight from CliffsNotes study guides.
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: Nature Ralph Waldo Emerson, 1849
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: A study guide for
"Transcendentalism" Gale, Cengage Learning, 2015-03-13 A study guide for Transcendentalism,
excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Literary Movements for Students series. This concise study guide
includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context;
suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Literary
Movements for Students for all of your research needs.
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: The Oxford Handbook of
Transcendentalism Joel Myerson, Sandra Harbert Petrulionis, Laura Dassow Walls, 2010-04-16 The
Oxford Handbook of Transcendentalism offers an ecclectic, comprehensive interdisciplinary
approach to the immense cultural impact of the movement that encompassed literature, art,
architecture, science, and politics.
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: Walden's Shore Robert M. Thorson,
2014-01-06 Walden's Shore explores Thoreau's understanding of the living rock on which life's
complexity depends--not as metaphor but as physical science. Robert Thorson's subject is Thoreau
the rock and mineral collector, interpreter of landscapes, and field scientist whose compass and
measuring stick were as important to him as his plant press.
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: A Week on the Concord and Merrimack
Rivers Henry David Thoreau, 1883
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: The American Transcendentalists
Lawrence Buell, 2006-01-10 Publisher Description
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: The American Transcendentalists Ralph
Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, Margaret Fuller, Nathaniel Hawthorne, 2006-01-10
Transcendentalism was the first major intellectual movement in U.S. history, championing the
inherent divinity of each individual, as well as the value of collective social action. In the
mid-nineteenth century, the movement took off, changing how Americans thought about religion,
literature, the natural world, class distinctions, the role of women, and the existence of slavery.
Edited by the eminent scholar Lawrence Buell, this comprehensive anthology contains the essential
writings of Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, Margaret Fuller, and their fellow
visionaries. There are also reflections on the movement by Charles Dickens, Henry James, Walt
Whitman, Louisa May Alcott, and Nathaniel Hawthorne. This remarkable volume introduces the
radical innovations of a brilliant group of thinkers whose impact on religious thought, social reform,
philosophy, and literature continues to reverberate in the twenty-first century.
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: Woman in the Nineteenth Century
Margaret Fuller, 1845
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: The Maine Woods Henry David
Thoreau, 1884



  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: Emerson & Thoreau John T. Lysaker,
William John Rossi, 2010 This lively volume explores the theme of friendship in the lives and works
of Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau. Written from diverse perspectives, the essays
offer close readings of selected texts and draw on letters and journals to offer a comprehensive view
of how Emerson's and Thoreau's friendships took root and bolstered their individual political, social,
and ethical projects. This collection explores how Emerson and Thoreau, in their own ways,
conceived of friendship as the creation of shared meaning in light of personal differences, tragedy
and loss, and changing life circumstances. Emerson and Thoreau presents important reflections on
the role of friendship in the lives of individuals and in global culture.
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: Critical Essays on American
Transcendentalism Philip F. Gura, Joel Myerson, 1982
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: The Dream of the Great American
Novel Lawrence Buell, 2014-02-10 The idea of the great American novel continues to thrive almost
as vigorously as in its nineteenth-century heyday, defying 150 years of attempts to dismiss it as
amateurish or obsolete. In this landmark book, the first in many years to take in the whole sweep of
national fiction, Lawrence Buell reanimates this supposedly antiquated idea, demonstrating that its
history is a key to the dynamics of national literature and national identity itself. The dream of the
G.A.N., as Henry James nicknamed it, crystallized soon after the Civil War. In fresh, in-depth
readings of selected contenders from the 1850s onward in conversation with hundreds of other
novels, Buell delineates four scripts for G.A.N. candidates. One, illustrated by The Scarlet Letter, is
the adaptation of the novel's story-line by later writers, often in ways that are contrary to the
original author's own design. Other aspirants, including The Great Gatsby and Invisible Man, engage
the American Dream of remarkable transformation from humble origins. A third script, seen in Uncle
Tom's Cabin and Beloved, is the family saga that grapples with racial and other social divisions.
Finally,mega-novels from Moby-Dick to Gravity's Rainbow feature assemblages of characters who
dramatize in microcosm the promise and pitfalls of democracy. The canvas of the great American
novel is in constant motion, reflecting revolutions in fictional fashion, the changing face of
authorship, and the inseparability of high culture from popular. As Buell reveals, the elusive G.A.N.
showcases the myth of the United States as a nation perpetually under construction.
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: Emerson on Transcendentalism Ralph
Waldo Emerson, 1986-09 The full texts of four seminal works by Emerson are presented in this
volume: 'Nature, ' 'The American Scholar, ' 'The Divinity School Address, ' and 'The
Transcendentalist.' Edward Ericson assesses that impact in his helpful introduction and evaluates
anew Emerson's continuing influence on American culture in our century.
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: Frederic Henry Hedge Bryan F.
LeBeau, 1985-01-01 Pittsburgh Theological Monograph - New Series General Editor - Dikran Y.
Hadidian
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: Unfolding Consciousness Edi
Bilimoria, 2024-03-11 Exploring the Living Universe and Intelligent Powers in Nature and Humans,
author Edi Bilimoria heralds the new science of consciousness and offers the readers a roadmap and
necessary tools to achieve future growth. Presented in three volumes, plus volume IV contains
references, resources & further reading, they reveal the unity of the Eastern and Western branches
of our perineal wisdom. Bilimoria shows how science seeks truth using a synthesis of both traditions.
Evidence from a wide range of sources— scientific, medical, philosophical, religious, and cultural—
is put forward to argue the case that humans are spiritual beings, primarily, and not merely
complicated biological machines. Bilimoria teaches that consciousness is not the product of matter
but the primary &‘ element' from which all else emanates. This process and its underlying
mechanisms are described in detail with much clarity. This work has over 2000 references and is
supported by copious tables and diagrams, plus individual chapter summaries and sidenotes to assist
readers in navigating the multidimensional terrain traversed.Key areas - The scientific and esoteric
worldviews compared and contrasted - The ultimate promise of science - The &‘ soft' and &‘ hard'



problems of consciousness: How external input to the physical senses results in an internal,
subjective experience - Quantum physics: its contribution to a new scientific paradigm - The Mystery
Teachings of All Ages: their worldwide unity and central message - &‘ Wet computers' and
computers: Is the brain no different, in principle, from a computer? - Death and after: the transition
and continuity of consciousness in other realms - Paranormal phenomena and apparitions - Subtle
bodies - Evolution and destiny - Powers latent in human beings - Divinity and the united message of
all world religions - The question of immortality - The primacy of consciousness and the manner of
its unfoldment from the unmanifest realms to the physical world Edi Bilimoria' s guest appearance
on the Shepheard-Walwyn podcast series can be found on this link.
https://shepheardwalwyn.com/edi-bilimoria-unfolding-consciousness-why-sapolsky-is-wrong-and-how-
to-get-in-tune-with-life/
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: Hawthorne and Melville Jana L.
Argersinger, Leland S. Person, 2008 Herman Melville and Nathaniel Hawthorne met in 1850 and
enjoyed for sixteen months an intense but brief friendship. Taking advantage of new interpretive
tools such as queer theory, globalist studies, political and social ideology, marketplace analysis,
psychoanalytical and philosophical applications to literature, masculinist theory, and critical studies
of race, the twelve essays in this book focus on a number of provocative personal, professional, and
literary ambiguities existing between the two writers. Jana L. Argersinger and Leland S. Person
introduce the volume with a lively summary of the known biographical facts of the two writers’
relationship and an overview of the relevant scholarship to date. Some of the essays that follow
broach the possibility of sexual dimensions to the relationship, a question that “looms like a grand
hooded phantom” over the field of Melville-Hawthorne studies. Questions of influence--Hawthorne’s
on Moby-Dick and Pierre and Melville’s on The Blithedale Romance, to mention only the most
obvious instances--are also discussed. Other topics covered include professional competitiveness;
Melville’s search for a father figure; masculine ambivalence in the marketplace; and political-literary
aspects of nationalism, transcendentalism, race, and other defining issues of Hawthorne and
Melville’s times. Roughly half of the essays focus on biographical issues; the others take literary
perspectives. The essays are informed by a variety of critical approaches, as well as by new
historical insights and new understandings of the possibilities that existed for male friendships in
nineteenth-century American culture.
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: Where I Lived, and What I Lived For
Henry Thoreau, 2005-08-25 Throughout history, some books have changed the world. They have
transformed the way we see ourselves - and each other. They have inspired debate, dissent, war and
revolution. They have enlightened, outraged, provoked and comforted. They have enriched lives -
and destroyed them. Now Penguin brings you the works of the great thinkers, pioneers, radicals and
visionaries whose ideas shook civilization and helped make us who we are. Thoreau's account of his
solitary and self-sufficient home in the New England woods remains an inspiration to the
environmental movement - a call to his fellow men to abandon their striving, materialistic existences
of 'quiet desperation' for a simple life within their means, finding spiritual truth through awareness
of the sheer beauty of their surroundings.
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: Lynching in American Literature and
Journalism Yoshinobu Hakutani, 2024-04-08 Lynching in American Literature and Journalism
consists of twelve essays investigating the history and development of writing about lynching as an
American tragedy and the ugliest element of national character. According to the Tuskegee Institute,
4,743 people were lynched between 1882 and 1968 in the United States, including 3,446 African
Americans and 1,297 European Americans. More than 73 percent of the lynchings in the Civil War
period occurred in the Southern states. The Lynchings increased dramatically in the aftermath of the
Reconstruction, after slavery had been abolished and free men gained the right to vote. The peak of
lynching occurred in 1882, after Southern white Democrats had regained control of the state
legislators. This book is a collection of historical and critical discussions of lynching in America that
reflects the shameful, unmoral policies, and explores the topic of lynching within American history,



literature, and journalism.
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: Edgar Allan Poe in Context Kevin J.
Hayes, 2013 Spend the holidays with the Master of the Macabre
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: Ecclesiastes , 1999 The publication of
the King James version of the Bible, translated between 1603 and 1611, coincided with an
extraordinary flowering of English literature and is universally acknowledged as the greatest
influence on English-language literature in history. Now, world-class literary writers introduce the
book of the King James Bible in a series of beautifully designed, small-format volumes. The
introducers' passionate, provocative, and personal engagements with the spirituality and the
language of the text make the Bible come alive as a stunning work of literature and remind us of its
overwhelming contemporary relevance.
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: American Literature Abstracts , 1968
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: The Book of the Poets Elizabeth
Barrett Browning, 1877
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: The Oxford Handbook of
Nineteenth-Century American Literature Russ Castronovo, 2014-02 The Oxford Handbook of
Nineteenth-Century American Literature will offer a cutting-edge assessment of the period's
literature, offering readers practical insights and proactive strategies for exploring novels, poems,
and other literary creations.
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: The Crossroads of American History
and Literature Philip F. Gura, 2004-06-11 The Crossroads of American History and Literature
collects two decades' worth of the best-known essays of Philip F. Gura. Beginning with a definitive
overview of studies of colonial literature, Gura ranges through such subjects in colonial American
history as the intellectual life of the Connecticut River Valley, Cotton Mather's understanding of
political leadership, and the religious upheavals of the Great Awakening. In the nineteenth century,
he visits such varied topics as the history of print culture in rural communities, the philological
interests of the Transcendentalist Elizabeth Peabody, the craft and business of the early Amerian
music trades, and Thoreau's interest in exploration literature and in the Native American. Displaying
remarkable sophistication in a variety of fields that, taken together, constitute the heart of American
Studies, this collection illustrates the complexity of American cultural history.
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: Henry David Thoreau Laura Dassow
Walls, 2017-07-07 [The author] traces the full arc of Thoreau’s life, from his early days in the
intellectual hothouse of Concord, when the American experiment still felt fresh and precarious, and
'America was a family affair, earned by one generation and about to pass to the next.' By the time he
died in 1862, at only forty-four years of age, Thoreau had witnessed the transformation of his world
from a community of farmers and artisans into a bustling, interconnected commercial nation. What
did that portend for the contemplative individual and abundant, wild nature that Thoreau
celebrated? Drawing on Thoreau’s copious writings, published and unpublished, [the author]
presents a Thoreau vigorously alive in all his quirks and contradictions: the young man shattered by
the sudden death of his brother; the ambitious Harvard College student; the ecstatic visionary who
closed Walden with an account of the regenerative power of the Cosmos. We meet the man whose
belief in human freedom and the value of labor made him an uncompromising abolitionist; the
solitary walker who found society in nature, but also found his own nature in the society of which he
was a deeply interwoven part. And, running through it all, Thoreau the passionate naturalist, who,
long before the age of environmentalism, saw tragedy for future generations in the human
heedlessness around him.--
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: Observations on the Principles and
Methods of Infant Instruction Amos Bronson Alcott, 1830
  a major subject of transcendentalist literature was: Professing Literature Gerald Graff,
2008-11-15 Widely considered the standard history of the profession of literary studies, Professing
Literature unearths the long-forgotten ideas and debates that created the literature department as



we know it today. In a readable and often-amusing narrative, Gerald Graff shows that the heated
conflicts of our recent culture wars echo—and often recycle—controversies over how literature
should be taught that began more than a century ago. Updated with a new preface by the author
that addresses many of the provocative arguments raised by its initial publication, Professing
Literature remains an essential history of literary pedagogy and a critical classic. “Graff’s history. . .
is a pathbreaking investigation showing how our institutions shape literary thought and proposing
how they might be changed.”— The Norton Anthology of Theory and Criticism
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